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I.
“When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap all the way to the edges of your field, or gather the gleanings of your harvest.  You shall not pick your vineyard bared, or gather the fallen fruit of your vineyard; you shall leave them for the poor and the stranger:  I, Adonai, am your God.”








Leviticus 19:9-10
“Peah (gleanings) should not be less than one-sixtieth part of the harvest.  And although no specific measure has been prescribed for peah, it should accord with the size of the field and the number of poor and the yield of the harvest.”








Mishnah Peah 1:2

“Two sheaves of wheat together may be deemed Forgotten Sheaves; 

three together may not.

Two heaps of olives or carobs together may be deemed Forgotten Sheaves;

three may not.

Two stalks of flax may be deemed Forgotten Sheaves; three may not.

Two grapes may count as grape gleanings; three may not.

Two ears of corn may count as gleanings; three may not.

These rulings are according to Beit Hillel.

Of them all Beit Shammai says: Where there are three they belong to the poor; 

where there are four they belong to the householder.”








Mishnah Peah 6:5
II.
“You shall not defraud your neighbor.  You shall not commit robbery. The wages of a laborer shall not remain with you until morning.  You shall not insult the deaf, or place a stumbling block before the blind.  You shall fear your God.  I am Adonai.”








Leviticus 19:13-14
“Before one who is blind in a certain matter, do not give advice which is not  suitable for him.  Do not say, “Sell you field and purchase for yourself an ass,” while you seek an opportunity to take it from him should he follow your advice.”








Rashi on Leviticus 19:14 

“Do not place a stumbling block before the blind.”  (Lev. 19:14)   This verse applies to a man who beats his grown son.  When a maidservant in the household of Rabbi Judah saw a man beating his grown son, she said: ‘That man should be placed under a ban, for he is violating, ‘Do not place a stumbling block before the blind.’”








Talmud Bavli Moed Katan 17a

 “Elijah the prophet said:  Once a man who had knowledge of Scripture but no knowledge of Mishnah came and sat before me.  He said, ‘Listen, O master, to what happened to me.  I sold four kor of dates to a heathen, and measured them out half a kor by half a kor in a dimly lighted room.  The said said to me, ‘You and God 

in heaven know the measure you are giving me.’  Now, as it happens,  I had given him three seah of dates less than what he had paid for.  (4 kor=120 seah; he cheated him by 1/40 or 2.5%; 1 kor=6.25 bushels or ~230 quarts or 1 donkey 

load) Later I took the money he paid me and purchased a jar of oil, which I left on the very spot where I had turned over the dates to the heathen.  But the jar split apart, and the oil went to waste.’  So I said to the man, ‘My son, blessed be The One who is everywhere, in whose presence there is no show of favor!  When Scripture says, ‘You shall not defraud your neighbor (Lev. 19:13), it means that your neighbor, whether Jew or heathen should be treated like your brother.  Hence, you learn that cheating a heathen is still cheating.’”








Tanna de Bei Eliyyahu

III.
“Rabbi Pinchas ben Yair was on a journey to ransom captives.  He came to an inn where some barley was placed before his donkey.  She would not eat.  The barley was sifted, but still she would not eat.  It was carefully picked, still she would not eat.  ‘Perhaps’ said R. Pinchas, ‘the barley has not been tithed.’  The barley was tithed, and then the donkey ate it.  R. Pinchas said, ‘This poor creature is on a journey to fulfill the will of her Creator, and you try to give her untithed grain!’

His disciples asked him, ‘Our master, did you not teach us that one who purchases grain from an unlearned person for an animal is exempt from the obligations about grain that many not have been tithed?’

R. Pinchas replied, ‘But what can I do with this poor creature if she chooses to be strict with herself?’”








Talmud Bavli, Hullin, 7a-b

“One time R. Yose of Yodkart hired workmen for his field.  He was delayed and did not bring them their food at mealtime.  So they said to his son, ‘We are hungry.’  Since they happened to be sitting under a fig tree, the son cried out, ‘fig tree, O fig tree, bring forth your fruit, that my father’s workmen may eat!’  It brought forth its fruit, and they ate.  In the meantime, the father came back and said to the workmen, ‘Bear no grievance against me.  I was delayed until now because I have been occupied with performing a religious duty.’  They replied, 

‘May the One who is everywhere satisfy you, even as your son satisfied us.’ R. Yose: ‘In what way?’  They told him about the miracle.”








Talmud Bavli, Taanit 24a
“R. Eliezer ben Jacob said: ‘He who steals a seah of wheat (~30 cups or 7.5 lbs), grinds it, kneads it into dough, bakes it, and even sets aside a portion as challah-what blessing could he possibly utter?  Surely he may not utter a blessing, for he would be profaning God’s name, as it is said, ‘The robber who utters a blessing, profanes Adonai’s name.’ (Ps. 10:3)”








Talmud Bavli, Baba Kama 94a
IV.
Two men were sailing on a boat when one of them began taking out animal skins to let them dry.  The skins stank and the second man asked the first to put the skins away.  The first replied, "What I do in my seat is none of your business."  The second man thought for a moment and then removed a drill from his bag and 

began to drill a hole under his seat.  The first man jumped up and screamed, "Are you crazy, you’re going to kill us both!"  The second man replied, "What I do in my seat is none of your business." 










Midrash Vayikra Rabbah 7:13 

All carcasses, cemeteries, and tanneries must be kept fifty cubits (~75 ft.) distance from a town.  A tannery must be placed on the East side of town (because the wind will not carry the fumes into town.) 










Mishnah, Baba Batra 2:9 

“‘Why, when we fasted, did you not see?

When we starved our bodies, did you pay no heed?’

‘Because on your fast day you see to your business 

and oppress all your laborers!

Because you fast in strife and contention, and you strike with a wicked fist!

Your fasting is not such as to make your voice heard on high.’

‘Is such the fast I desire, a day for wo/men to starve their bodies?

Is it bowing the head like a bulrush and lying in sackcloth and ashes?

Do you call that a fast?  Do you call that a day of doing Adonai’s will?’

‘No this is the fast that I desire:

To unlock shackles of wickedness,

And untie the ropes of lawlessness,

To let the oppressed go free; 

To break off every yoke.

It is to share your bread with the hungry,

And to take the wretched poor into your home;

When you see the naked, to clothe them,

And not to ignore your kin.’”








Isaiah 58:3-7
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